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CELEBRATED HIS FREEDOM BY 


7 | Pa) 

} I WAS 19 AND HE WAS 31 AND 

GETTING A DIVORCE. WE 
MOVING IN TOGETHER. 


I PICTURED HIM 
RUSHING TO TAKE ME |}, 
INTO HIS ARMS AND P 
SAYING... 


HAPPY! I WILL TREASURE 
YOU AND OUR CHILD 
FOREVER! 


G 
TOGETHER AND I’LL HELP 
eee oa Se OEE iow, CARRY IT TO YOUR CAR. 
BUT I JUST DON’T LOVE 
YOU ANYMORE. 


HERE ANYMORE. YOU'VE 
GOT TO GO. 
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I DROVE TO MY PARENTS’ HOUSE 
AND ASKED MOM IF I COULD 
SPEND THE NIGHT. 


\ Ney CRYING BUT DIDN’T PRESS. 


( NM SHE COULD TELL I’D BEEN 
Wi 


wana ~~ 6 wa 


I WAS HOPING HE WOULD 
COME TO HIS SENSES BY 
MORNING. 


ALL VERY NICE PEOPLE, UNTIL 
THREW UP IN MY WASTEBASKET 
THAT MORNING... 


A N 
MY COWORKERS WERE AND THEN FAINTED 
ALL OLDER THAN ME AND WHILE TRYING TO 
HAD BEEN HAPPY WITH MY 
WORK SINCE DAY ONE. 


THE ONLY OTHER WOMAN IN THE 
OFFICE GUESSED WHAT WAS WRONG 
AND I TEARFULLY ADMITTED THE 
SITUATION. 


WHEN I GOT BACK FROM LUNCH 
THEY HAD MY FINAL CHECK READY. 


7 es Ee Ee ee ee ———— 
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MOM CAME FLYING IN WILL YOU PUT ON A 
FROM HER SHIFT AT POT OF SPAGHETTI 


I CASHED THE PAYCHECK THE DINER... WHILE I WASH UP? 
($150 EVERY TWO I'VE GOT TO PICK UP 
WEEKS, LESS TAXES). THE KIDS AT THE GYM! 
THAT AND MY CLOTHES 
WERE ALL I HAD. 
SINCE DAD WAS OUT OF 
TOWN FOR THE WEEK, I 
KNEW MOM WOULD LET 
ME BUNK WITH HER FOR 
A FEW DAYS UNTIL I 
COULD FIGURE OUT 
WHAT TO DO. 


I USED MOM’S RECIPE AND 
PUT IT TO SIMMER, THEN 
SLAMMED SOME GARLIC 
BREAD IN THE OVEN AS 

SHE DROVE UP. 


THE TABLE WAS SET; WE SAT 


ie 
TEN MINUTES. ws J 
ae sane 


THEY WENT OUT TO SHOOT 
BASKETS, MOM AND I PUT THE 
KITCHEN BACK IN ORDER. 


T We TOOK OUR PEPSI’S AND 
OUR CIGARETTES AND wor a 
INTO THE DEN. 


sys 
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SO WHAT'S UP 
WITH YOU AND 
WHATSISNAME? 


I GAG.. AAGGGH- 
XX HH...AAACK- 
NO x 


CHAAACKK- 
GAAHH! 


AAGGHA!!! 
PROBLEM, 


YOU CAN 
STAY. WHAT 
DID you 
DO? 


JUST HOW 


LAST MONTH AND 
LATE ARE YOU? 


I'M DUE AGAIN, BUT 
IT’S NOT COMING. 


NO, IT’S NOT 
COMING! GET 
MARRIED, THAT 

WILL FIX IT. 


HE WON'T! HE 
DOESN'T LOVE ME! 


HE’LL TALK TO 

DADDY! DADDY 

WILL LAY DOWN 
THE LAW! 


HE HAS TO KNOW! 
I’LL TELL HIM WHEN 
HE GETS HOME 
TOMORROW NIGHT. 
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HACKHACK- 


OH, HE WILL AND IT DON’T MATTER 
IF HE LOVES YOU OR NOT! AND SO 
WILL YOU, WHETHER YOU LOVE HIM 
OR NOT. IT’S NOT 
ABOUT YOU OR 
HIM. IT’S ABOUT 
Y’ALL’S BABY! 


MAKE YOURSELF SCARCE 
TOMORROW. VISIT A FRIEND 
AND COME HOME LATE. 
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by Henry Eudy 


SOMETIMES ULL NOTICE THAT \'y BENG 
Felt owg BY SMEONE FROM hea 
Hool OR AW OLD JOB AND STORE. 


=~ 


BoT OEEP INSIDE, ) HOPE THEY 
| JARE oust AS MESSED UP AS ME, 
L\NCCSA\ eo NOORE Not Macy 
\c at NOORSELE FAT oR 
ZEON. BALD ENou Gl 
oie x Wy Mis ont. 
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youuTion OF man) 
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20 Years by Henry Eudy 


ITHOUGHT OF YoU YESTERDAY WHILE 
LISTENING To mais 


THE SONGS REMINDED ME OF A 
TUNE, bol oa TOTETHER THAT 
- V SALL DONT asinine 

Sy, HR »: 
re) | 


THERE'S SO MUCH 1 STILL DONT 
UNPERSTAND AROT You. INE 
THOUGHT ABOUT TRYING To FGuRE 
ir es ws MANKG A COMIC. 


VHAD To Look uP How LONG 7 
YouNE BEEN GONE - TWILL SE 
20 be ues AYTUST. 2 


\ STILL DOWT Kiow IF IT WAS AW 
NC DENT OR NOU LERT OH RYRROS 


Pras oe 
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by Henry Eudy 


WELL BG, IT sune Vie eR NSS 
8S AN CHING DN 
ON THE TRAIL, Hoy 2 “ 


WELL, THE REST of “A 
VS. WHAT AIN'T ALERG C 8 


TS SUN L Re 
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HIGH ANXIETY EY DAVIS 
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OH, rn EVERYTHING'S FINE... 
Wars YOUR 0RDER AGAIN? HEH, HEH. 
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lal Ae HANK You For \F YOU'RE WILLING, 
ATTENDING THE PLEASE SHARE WHY 
You re MERE. 


a NORTH CAROLINIA 
CHAPTER OF 


v ; vy < VY tsust 

’ HUMANS BLAME SM BEASTIOE NEVER! HUMANS 

NOgM\c, NUCLEAR WASTE GLADENGOFO. jyoT tHE Me 9WANTTOSS 

OF UA ' <SORMYORIGIN, VECPLE SAYT PoOANOKE 
EEN TMEXSTILL | EAT GOATS. . coLONY. 


TT THNK WE 
FOUND 4 FEAL 
MONSTER. 


GOB WAS NEVER SEEN AOAIN, 
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MURDER BIRD by KATHLEEN FINCH 


W Flew off 
j Like a murder bird 
Teck my sunshine 
Witheut a word 
Fervied OFF 


In the great big blue 


Silently 
\h 
\\ 
a As if he knew 
fie ill 
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THE MORGS ®: 95: 


Why not? 


Francis, do 
you have our 
submission 

ready for in*? 


& 


‘ 


Because the world is 
a dumpster fire and 
making comics 

seems trivial right 


| don't feel 
like making a 
comic. 


% 


Francis! 
| feel helpless. a You HAVE to write 
| certainly don't aes the comic. 
feel like being funny. If you stop writing 
And maybe | feel like the comic, 


people shouldn't be 
laughing. 


we stop existing. 

It may be trivial, 

it may be a waste of time, 
but it's all we've got. 


| just feel like-- 


Shut it! I'm not going to stop 
existing so you can wallow. 
Shit sucks. 
Now 

Write the damn 
comic 
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The hardest part of being queer and from a place like 
Missouri is that there's nowhere quite like it. Missouri 
is directly on the top of the Ozark mountain range, 
and most of my life was spent in the rural areas. 
surrounding the I-70 corridor. 


ae ia 
‘i a 
, I hi i by : My 


What this means is that, when you eventually leave, 

you'll never find a place that feels like the closest 

thing to home you ever knew, and knowing that the 

"home" you came from never wanted a queer like you 
will haunt you wherever you go. 
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Missouri isn't going to be any more welcoming any time 

— soon, especially if the Hawleys and Greitens have 
their way. Even if I wanted to, I couldn't go back. I 
was never going to have a home there, and if things 
keep going the way they're going I'm not sure where in 

__ this country someone like me could ever have one. 


] 


K 


“itll 


I'm planning on moving 


again next year. 7 SKYLINE, 


ST. LoutS, 
I'm still not sure me 
where I'm going to go. 


Wherever it is, 


nh fh, Ate it won't be home. 
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by NATALIE ROBINSON 
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NEw ON 


HALFACREPOND.COM 


How? 
WHY? 


WHEN? 
FELIX NEVER KNOWS, 
JUST THAT THE 


IMPLAUSIBLE WILL 
HAPPEN... 


4 


HANCE 


A FELIX CHANCE SERIAL 


7”: pina 


AVAILABLE NOW ON KINDLE VELLA 
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= ILLUSTRATED BY BILL SAYER, 


THE MONSTER WATCHED SLUMLY FROM THE FOOT OF THE 
BED, JAWS DRIPPING WITH THE GREEN ICHOR SQUIRTING 
OUT OF THE BLUME-SPRITE IT SNAPPED FROM HIS DREAM. 


A DREAM UNKIND TO HIS MIND. A NIGHTMARE IF SUCH 
THINGS REALLY EXISTED — FOR A DREAM IS A DREAM | 
REGARDLESS OF ONE’ S PERCEPTION OF IT, 


MANY DEBATE THAT POINT — THE INHERENT NATURE OF 
AMS AND THEIR TENDENCY TO BLISS, BAD, GOOD, WET, 
ROR, OR PROPHECY — BUT THE MONSTER (OR SO HE 
‘LED HIMSELF WITH THE GLOWING EYES AND SHADOWY 
COUNTENANCE AND FANGS FROM WHICH THE ICHOR 
® DRIPPED ) KNEW DIFFERENTLY. HAD TASTED DIFFERENTLY. 
_@ EVER SINCE THIS MAN WAS A CHILD, HE HAD BEEN PLAGUED ow” 
BY DREAMS OF THE UNKIND SORT, soe 
, NIGHT TERRORS. TASTY TASTY, oe 
TERRORS TONIGHT? - e 
@Q 
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| HAD BEEN — OR NIBBLED HIS TOES FROM THE EDGE OF THE BED OR 


& z s 
THE MBFULK RAN ITS TONGUE OVER THE FANGS, LICKING THE ICHOR 
CLEAN, 


EACH SORT OF DREAM HAD A DIFFERENT TASTE TO HIM AND THE 
ONE HE WATCHED PROVIDED HIM WITH SUCH SUMPTUOUS VARIETY 
HE WAS GLAD HE NEVER ATE THE CHILD'S MIND — WHEN A CHILD HE 


SKULKED FROM THE SHADOWY CLOSET BREATHING HUSKY NOISE OR 
ANY OF THE OTHER TACTICS HIS BROTHERS USED. 


No, THIS MONSTER UNDER THE BED HAD BEEN BEFRIENDED BY THE 
CHILD -NOW -MAN, 


THE CHILD HAD NEVER BEEN SCARED OF HIM THOUGH HE WAS QUITE 

SCARY. a 
Oo 

“YoU RE NOT SCARY, FULK,” THE CHILD HAD SAID, “IN HERE’ S 


SCARY.” THE LITTLE HUMAN CHILD POINTED TO HIS HEAD. 


INTRIGUED, THE MBFULK — FULK AS THE CHILD HAD CALLED HIM — 
DIPPED HIS CLAW INTO THE MIND OF THE CHILD — LANCING THE 


FOUL Fi ING —— AND 
IMMEDIATELY, 


THE CHILD MUST HAVE A SOUL OF STEEL FOR ONE NOT YET BLED 
FOR FULK CRIED OUT AS HIS THREE HEARTS LURCHED AT THE 
SCENE BEFORE HIS MIND, TEARS IN THE MONSTER’ S GLOWING EYE 
IN SYMPATHY FOR THIS BOY. 


“SMALL WONDER YOU DO NOT FEAR TO STEP THE SHADOWS AND 
FALL THROUGH THE WORLD,” 


“No, | WISH | WOULD.” THE CHILD CRIED AND WITH TEARS IN HIS 
EYES, “WOULD YOU EAT ME FULK?” 


ALITTLE HARMLESS CHILDHOOD TERROR WAS ALL THE FULK WAS 
AFTER, THE OVERACTIVE IMAGINATION RIPE FOR FUN WITHOUT 


en NST Ca a Bie . 
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Flow. | SHOULD MENTION THE MBFULK WAS QUITE SMALL 
THEN, NOT QUITE THREE APPLES HIGH, THOUGH NOT BLUE AS ONE . 
MIGHT THINK. RATHER BLACK, IRIDESCENT TO GREEN AND PURPLE 

— LIKE A CROW 5 FEATHER, 


BUT THEN FULK BEGAN TO FEED ON THE UNKIND DREAMS OF — 4: 
THE BOY WHO BECAME HIS FRIEND. FOR THIRTY YEARS HE ee 
DEVOURED THE NASTY, PUGNESCENT VITRIOL POOLING BETWEEN : 
THE BOY'S EARS. AT FIRST ONLY NIBBLING LITTLE BITS AND 
PIECES AS HE COULD, FACING THE FEARS LANCING THE BOY'S MIND 


LIKE PURPLE LIGHTNING. 
' LAPPING UP THE POlSWe: 


AND FULK GREW. STRONGER AND. & 
STRONGER WITH EACH DREAM CONQUERED. 


GRADUALLY THE DREAMSCAPE CHANGED 
FROM CESSPOOL TO VERDANT MEADOWS. 


Fo pifinate 


HALFACREPOND,. Soil 
gant) 
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HARD TO 

FINE WINE 
AND CURIOUS 
COLLECTIBLES 


ASSORTED TABLE 


WINE & SHOP 


The Market at 7th St 

224 E 7th St, Charlotte, NC 28202 
704-277-3234 | assortedtablewine.com 
assortedtableqc €) assortedtable 
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EXCLUSIVE 
MANDALORIAN “I 
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Oy O) Coming 07/06 


PREORDER NOW! 


Cover Art by: Rickie Yagawa (@r_gawa_) 
with Colors by: Sebastian Cheng (@sebastianchengcolor) 


The saga of the Mandalorian comes to comics for the first time! 
An eight-issue adaptation of the Disney+ serie’s first season, 
THE MANDALORIAN will give fans a chance to relive the events 
and characters of Season | with incredible art by Georges Jeanty! 
When the Mandalorian bounty hunter Din Djarin tracks a target 
for a well-paying, mysterious client, his mission is completely 
changed upon his first encounter with the Child! Experience 
this iconic STAR WARS moment and more in a thrilling new way! 


(o) @RebelBaseComics W) @ComicsRebel 


